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mark a boundary-line between the regions of
"programme "and of "absolute "music, Even
in the works where fond commentators have dis-
covered incidents of imitation (whether of bells,
raindrops or cannon-fire), there is an essential
dement which eludes the clumsy description of
programme-music, As for the Ballades, we can
equivocate and say that they are both "pro-
gramme" and "absolute" music; but we shall
be nearer the truth if we avoid compromise and
boldly declare that they are neither, Berlioz
gives the cue, They are poetic music, Whether
he was improvising or composing,
became a poet,